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4 '. PRAHRAN PLAYERS IN TRAINING 


—Photo by “Argus” * 
STAN HUMPHREY, ERNIE LEE and VINCE CARTER enjoy a training run at 
Como Park 


(The Prahran Club is featured in this issue). . 


| 
| 
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SECRETARY’S NOTES 


Mr. F. Pratt has resigned and the new secretary is Mr. R. Carlson, 180 
O‘heas Street, Coburg, N.13. 


INTERNATIONAL HARVESTERS 


Directions to Ground: Train to Geelong. Take North Geelong tram and 
alight at Victoria Road. Cross railway line and ground is on left-hand side. The 
secretary is Mr. J. Taylor, 17 Rugby Street, Belmont. 


THIRD DIVISION 


Olympic.—Clubs and referees please note that, the Olympic ground has been 
altered. Both First and Reserve teams will now play at Princes Park, at the 
corner of Sydney Road and College Crescent. Directions: Take tram from 
Elizabeth Street to College Crescent. 


THIRD DIVISION RESERVES 
Due to ground difficulties, Olympic Reserves will take over Victoria Polic 
Reserves fixtures as from April 8. Clubs drawn to play Olympic in the original 
fixtures will therefore have blank Saturdays on the dates arranged. Club secre- 
taries will therefore delete Olympic Reserves from the fixture list and will substi- 
tute Olympic Reserves for Victorian Police Reserves. The Olympic Reserves 
ground is at Princes Park at the corner of Sydney Road and College Crescent. 


LEAGUE RULES 
Rule 13 states: ‘‘In all competition matches the captains of the teams shall 
hand to the referees, and to the opposing captain, a list of the players of their 
respective elevens, before the commencement of the game. 
Two team sheets will therefore be made out by the secretary of each club and 
it is suggested that carbon paper be used, thus eliminating extra writing. 


Save our Native Fauna WNo. § 


Two mammals alone in the world lay 
eggs, thus providing the scientist’s 
“missing link’’ with the lower 
animals. Both are  Aus- 
tralian : the Platypus is 
one, and the other is the 
Echidna (Tachyglossus 
aculeatus) which wan- 
ders in the open forest 
in search of ants and 
termites. It is protect- — 
ed by a coat of prickiex_)/ 
superficially like those of 
the Porcupine to which, 
however, it is not re- 
lated. A full grown 
“specimen may weigh four 
or five pounds; but its 
mouth is less than half 
an inch wide, and tooth- 
less. -It has to catch in- 
sects almost constantly 
with its long _ sticky 
tongue to survive. It has 
stout claws for breaking 
open ant nests. 


Mfr % Ses 
(Advertisement of Carlton & United Breweries Ltd., Makers of Victoria Bitter, a healthful 
beverage). 


CX Johnson 
2. 


are old-timers, Ted 
‘ Of whom are life member, 
ince *, Sut longest of all has been that grand 
"nn, Perhaps the best know gure in S Cer today as for a 
Cred. ally joined Prahran in 19191 and een 
rely thi must 5 ‘cord. Tahran hay, twice won the “Do, 
have won the Firse Division SO many times thas they have lost 
last Year j e@ Firsy Division, Prahran this yea 
training, determineg 0 regain their lost lead Tship of the 
Ominated fo ‘O° | 
layi J Once g 
Junior an 


4gain this year is Ro, 
enior with th 
Australia Vers i 


aylor, NOW in his 15 
e Club—veteran, inside-lef, f r 
us Ch 2nd Victor; against Palestine and 
im o more will be St mMphrey e ‘h Prahra 
Tepresentat € agains¢ South Africa also, 
Pr, Watford, E gland, ame Vince Cc (inside-righ, i 
last Season, together, wi is » Derek Ooms (right-half). 
Or famous London Firs Division club, Chelsea and 
their Teserve side before Sailing fo, 
ague Footbal] © Brit 


5 Ooms 9raduat, 
to Britis Stan lard, i ai 
€ague clubs as Everton, ete, 


Page 8 SOCCER NEWS April 8'& 10, 1950 


CLUB JOTTINGS 


We have kicked off at Moreland with all last season’s players in training | 
except Joe Kennedy, who is working at Yallourn., We would also like to con- 
gratulate Joe on his selection in the Australian team to tour South Africa. 


A promising batch of recruits have been welcomed to our ranks, and a good | 
attendance at training has been registered despite the tram strike. One of our ; 
new recruits, namely, Bill Carson, of whom we had hoped great things, has had | 
a bad motor cycle accident and will not be available this season. We wish Bill 
a complete and speedy recovery. 


The opening highlight of the season was Harry Hopman’s acceptance of 


Patron to our Club, and his donation for a trophy to the best and fairest pl 
for the season. 


Our training went off to a good start with two matches played. One, a social 
game and the other, a charity match. The social game was played .against a 
team from the Dutch merchant ship, “S.S. Almkerk."" The M.N. boys topped off | 
a grand game by supplying soft drinks for everybody, and a great afternoon was 
enjoyed by all. The charity match was played against Preston, to aid the 
Broadford Accident Victims Fund. Unfortunately, the weather was not the type 
to draw spectators, but the Preston boys co-operated and a reasonable donation 
was forwarded to the fund. Thanks a lot, Preston. 


Moreland’s social affairs are well in hand. A trip to Adelaide is enthusi- 
astically contemplated, and regular dances will soon be running. 


We take this opportunity of wishing all clubs every success in the coming : 
season. 


eo eee 


Mem bors / 


Now Available 


; World Famous 


: “STANLEY MATHEWS” © | 


SOCCER BOOTS 


‘Price 45]- per pair 


Unsurpassed for Quality 


Ron Todd’s Sports Store. 


52 SWANSTON STREET Central 4340 


, - = ¥. 
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SUNSHINE UNITED SOCCER CLUB—First Division 


With the nucleus of last season’s team still available and the addition of a 
number of new Australians, Sunshine are confident of an improvement on last 
season’s performance. The lessons learned will be an asset to the club, as the 
standard of soccer is rapidly improving, and to keep abreast with this standard 
every aspect of the game has to be taken into consideration. Quite a number 
of new faces are on the management committee and it is pleasing to see the 
supporters taking a keen interest in the club's activities. Quite a variety of 
talent has been seen in the trial games held during the last months, with representa- 
tives of many nationalities in attendance. However, unfortunatly, all cannot. 
make the grade and in addition quite a number of the local juniors are proving 
their worth and will be displacing the “regulars” before very long. 


oO = With the type of players available the Reserve team will be little below the 
S irst 


team, and this is making the selectors’ job an unenviable one. 


In the Junior section of the club, last year’s Under 17 team has entered in 
the Under 19 competition and should give a good account of themselves.* The 
manager (Mr. Young) has the boys in hand again and they are gaining experi- 
ence with the years, As these boys are regarded as the future First team players, 
every encouragement must be given to them to ensure that the game will continue 
to hold its present popularity. 


The Under 16 and 14 teams, of course, are the keenest players in the club 
and if some of the elder players cbuld follow their example there wouldn't be room 
to train on training nights. Mr. Johnny Martin is in charge of the Schoolboys 
this season, and as Johnny is one of the club’s hardest workers, the boys will 
certainly be in good hands. 


The pre-season activities have been very successful, and it is hoped that 
Sunshine will live up to the first-class standard of soccer, and that players and 
supporters alike will have an enjoyable season. We mention supporters, because 
soccer in Victoria is an amateur game and the players are in the game because 
of the pleasure they get out of playing, and we hope that our supporters will get 
the same pleasure out of being onlookers. 


WOODLANDS SOCCER CLUB 


This season Woodlands looks forward with renewed confidence to a success- 
ful year both on and off the field. The recruiting campaign carried out by 
members during the off season has yielded good dividends and the crop of new 


WH ralent so gained will infuse an even greater determination into both teams, to do 


well on the field. In the first year of our existence as a club, it was, at times, 
all we could do to field at all; however, in the following season we found the 
going much easier and often we had one or two excess players. Last year the 
club founded a second team, which, unfortunately, was quite often unable to meet 
its commitments. This year, with the second team reorganised as a reserve, and 
the influx of new members, Woodlands, for the first time, will be able to operate 
as a properly organised soccer club. We are therefore full of confidence and 
expect to be very near, if not at the top of the ladder at the end of the season. 


The club wishes to extend a very hearty welcome to all the new members, 
and wishes them all the very best of luck during the season. The club is also 
very glad to welcome back to its ranks Harry Budge, who was one of the 
stalwarts of the club a couple of years ago. Harry was and still will be one of 
our best forwards and the instigator of many scoring movements. With Bill 
Sherrig and Barry Plant as captain and coach: respectively, and the competitive 
stimulus of the reserve team, all the players will have to be on- their toes to 

. justify their position in the teams. By the way, if any more O'Briens join the 
ae the rest of us may as well chuck it as the team is rapidly becoming a family 
affair. ; 
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SANDRINGHAM 


CITY v. BRIGHTON 


By “OBSERVER” 


The opening of this local derby between last year’s undefeated Championship 
winners was preceded by the Mayor of Sandringham unfurling the pennant won 
by the City club and he was then introduced to the teams. 

White won the toss for Sandringham who, playing with the wind and slope, 
went straight into attack. Most of these broke down near goal, however, due to 
play being kept too close. A hard ground and lively ball made play rather dif- 
ficult, but it was always full of interest. Sandringham continued to attack, but 
Sinclair dealt confidently with the shots that came his way. Brighton made spas- 
modic raids, mostly down the left wing, but did not seriously threaten the Sand- 
ringham goal. They did get the ball in the net, but the referee was on the spot to 
see that this was pushed in by a forward’s hand. Half-time arrived with Sandring- 


ham pressing strongly. 


On the resumption, Brighton, with the wind advantage, pressed for awhile, @ 


but Davies was safe in the City goal. 


Sandringham were now playing good open 


football and after 10 minutes Bambri put Wilson away’on the right wing and the 
winger centred accurately for Parvin (who had been moved to centre-forward) to 


open the scoring. Five minutes later, 


this move was repeated and Lomax put 


Sandringham two up: Brighton were now making strong efforts to save the game, 
Jack going up to join the attack, but they were given little scope by a hard 
tackling defence. Sandringham were still dangerous, however, and Wilson again 
swept down the right wing and a high cross was met by Finney, who had moved in 


from the left, to net the third goal. 


With Sandringham now concentrating on defence, Brighton made strenuous 
efforts to reduce arrears and netted their only goal. Although Brighton forced 
several corners, they were unable to penetrate the defence again, and the game 
ended with Sandringham worthy winners. It was a hard clean game and Brighton 
fought hard to the final whistle. Final:—Sandringham City 3; Brighton, 1. 


FOOTSCRAY CITY v. SOUTH YARRA 

Right from the start South Yarra attacked with great vim, good play by both 
wings resulting in the City’s goal having several narrow escapes. Much mis- 
kicking on both sides was due to the bad state of the ground and the greasy ball. 

A good move by Yarra's left-wing found Tainsh giving a perfect pass to 
Stoddard, who just missed the home goal upright with a terrific first time shot. 
Footscray broke away. but were repelled by Yarra’s defence. However, another 
attack by the home side resulted in Footscray scoring the first goal of the match, 
Orr, Yarra’s goalie, having no chance to stop the ball. 

Back to the attack came South Yarra. A fine forward movement resulted in 
Murdoch pushing the ball over to Sharman, who levelled the scores. Half-time 


scores:— | —1. 


After half-time play was fairly even for a while; then the City began to oress@ 


Yarra hard, resulting in the home side 


being awarded a penalty for hands. Foot- 


scray were lucky to score with this. Kerr shot the ball straight at Orr, who saved 
it, but the greasy ball spun out of his hands just over the line. This success 
spurred on the City and, attacking again, Valentine notched their third goal. 
Nothing daunted, South Yarra began to press Footscray hard and the City's sup- 
porters had some anxious moments when shot after shot came from the Yarra, but 
the fine play of Footscray’s goalie repelled attack after attack. However, eight 
minutes before time, Stoddard reduced the lead with a well-directed header into 
the corner of the net. The game finished with Yarra still attacking strongly. 
Final scores :—Footscray City, 3; South Yarra, 2 


{Note.—We regret that, owing to 
the description of the South Yarra-Foo 


co 


space limitations, we are unable to publish 
tscray City Reserves game.—Ed. | 


BURG 


Coburg soccer club started its first league match today, April 1, and got 
away with a flying start. The club fielded three teams, namely Schoolboys Under 
14, Juniors Under. 19, and Seniors. All three teams won their respective games. 
This made it a red-letter day for the Coburg club. : 
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The Schoolboys, playing Highett at home, won by 9 goals to 1; and what a 
magnificent performance, considering it was their first game of the season... The 
ground was very heavy after the recent rains, but the. boys seemed to revel in the 
mud. Best players and goal scorers were Allen McCarthy (3 goals,) G. Evans 
(3), D. Adams (2), P. Murray (1). J. Huckville was best and fairest on the day. 
The Juniors Under 19 (mostly last year's players) seem to be quite at home all 
playing together again. They met South Melbourne, last year’s premiers, and 
had a 2 to | victory. Best players were J. Hartley, White, Hambridge, Patrik. 

The Seniors met Woodlands and a good game was witnessed, Coburg being 
the winners by 4 goals to 2 goals. This score did not indicate the keenness of the 
game, as Coburg was well pressed for the first half; but in the second half Coburg 
rallied and put the game beyond doubt. A splendid performance of goal-keeping 
was also witnessed. Coburg has just signed on a new arrival from the Cumber- 
land Road camp and this lad is the goods. Best players: Seniors, J. Cunga, K. 

ers and Micky Tormey. 
= 


FOOTSCRAY CITY 


Footscray City got off to a good start for the season by beating South Yarra, 

3—2. The first half was not very exciting until Phelan scored for City and Yarra 

got the equalizer. The second half began at a cracking pace, both teams playing 

: good football and making lightning raids on each other's goal. From an infringe- 

4 ment in the Yarra area, City were awarded a penalty, which Kerr converted. 

: City went further ahead when Ballantyne beat the goal-keeper pointless with a 

right-foot drive. South Yarra then elle put the pressure on, and from a crashing 

shot from Yarra’s*outside-right,. Kiss, City’s goal-keeper made a brilliant save, 

diving right across the goal-mouth. He made another five minutes later but 

Stoddard, rushing in headed beautifully into the net to make the score 3—2, which 

stood until full-time. Stoddard was well held by Greig. Best players for City 
were Kerr, Kiss, Laverty, and Ballantyne. . 

Reserves scores were: South Yarra, 2; Footscray City, 1. 


ROYAL CALEDONIANS 


Royal Caledonians played against Geelong Celtic. Scores were: Geelong 
‘ Celtic, 3 goals; Royal Caledonians, 2 goals. It was a very even game; a draw 
would have been a fair result. Celtic's inside-left (McGarry) reminded more than 
one of us older Scots of Patsy Gallagher, who used to play for Glasgow Celtic— 
very similar in appearance, and allowing for the different class of football, pretty 
tricky in his own sphere.’ Both goalies. did well, and Wandmaker, of the Royals, 
made some splendid saves. All players were keen and played the game very 
cleanly, but I think it was a case of “bellows to mend” with some at the finish. 
ore training needed, lads. However, for the first game, quite a creditable per- 
mance was put up and the standard was very high. . 


BRIGHTON SOCCER FOOTBALL CLUB 


. His Worship the Mayor of Brighton (Cr. D. F. F. Granter) will unfurl the 
1949 Premiership Pennant, won by Brighton at the Brighton versus Box Hill game 
on Monday, April 10 (Easter Monday). It is a coincidence that last season 
Brighton was Box Hill's opponents when that club unfurled their Pennant won in 
season 1948, 

Unattached soccerites should keep this date in mind.. The game will be 
played on the main oval, which is one of the best soccer grounds in the metro- 
politan area. An excellent game is anticipated. _ Membership to this progressive 
club is invited ;. players ‘in all age groups are still required. Contact Hon. Secre- 
tary W. R. Jones, 16 Well Street, Brighton, 8.5. ‘ irites 


BENTLEIGH es 

Bentleigh played the Police at Yarra Park, where we had the frst defeat. of 

the season. But we were not disgraced; it was a really good game, despite the 
score, and rest assured, our team is more keen than ever. To the ladies who came. 
to support us, we tender our thanks. They were really on their toes all the time, 
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and by the yells of delight when we very nearly scored a goal, it showed keen 
judgment. Ours was the more youthful side and, indeed, not so heavy. We shall 
improve. Supporters, for all away matches around Melbourne our buses ‘leave 
Bentleigh Post Office every Saturday at 2 p.m. sharp. 


JUVENTUS v. WESTERN SUBURBS 
, (Played at Royal Park) 


In what proved to be a very interesting, even match between Juventus and 
Western Suburbs, the former emerged the winners by 3—1. ‘The first goal came 
after 20 minutes’ play when Johansen, Suburbs centre-forward, scored. Juventus 
answered almost immediately with their first goal. Second goal come to Juventus 
after 28 minutes. Martini and Niewalda scored goals for the home side. 

The second half was high-lighted by a beautiful goal from the boundary li 
by Juventus right-wing, Mucinigo. Manzi was judged the best player on re | 


SANDRINGHAM CITY—2nd Division Pennant Unfurled 


_ Before a large crowd at Hampton the Mayor of Sandringham (Councillor 
R. J. Sillitoe) unfurled the Pennant won by Sandringham City last season. Among 
those present were the Hon Dawnay-Mould, M.L.A.; Secretary V.S.A., Mr. S. 
Beaton; treasurer, Mr. A. Kerr; Mr. V. J. M. Dixon, editor “Soccer News,” and 
Mr. R. Stenis, member soccer council. 

The Mayor in his speech stated that he thought that it must be a unique per- 
formance to unfurl a pennant in the presence of two Premiership teams of respec- 
tive divisions. | The President’s wife (Mrs. Cleworth) then presented a bouquet 
of flowers to the Lady Mayoress. 

In what was a thrilling game, the City avenged their only defeat of last season 
and outstayed Brighton to win rather comfortably by 3 goals to 1. 

The reserve team, ably led by G. Nicholl, also ran out easy winners, making 
a great debut by the City into the First Division. 

The Junior side of the club got away to a good start, although only one team 
(Under 19) won; but still there is plenty of time for the Under 14 and Under 16 
to improve. : 

The club was very sorry to lose the services of Les Bingham for season 1950, 
Les, while playing in the final practice game, met with an accident and fractured 
his ribs and will be in bed for three or four weeks. The club is doing everything 
in its power to assist, as Les, as well as being a good player, is a grand club man. 

In the evening after our grand win, we held a Smoko, and quite an enjoyable 
evening was the result. A great welcome was extended to the Brighton players 
and officials who came along; it was very pleasing to see the friendship that exists 
between Sandringham City and Brighton. ; 7) 
: Among the guests were Mr. W. R. Thomas, V.S.A. councillor; Mr. V. J. ay 
Dixon, councillor V.S.A., and Mr. S. Beaton, popular V.S.A. secretary, who 
responded to the toast on behalf of all visitors. 

To all visiting teams, our ground is reached by train to Hampton, thence red 


bus to soccer, ground. 


SPECTACULAR FOOTBALL AT PRESTON 


' Preston began the season impressively with a 9—2 victory over Yarraville. 
Once again Preston showed superior stamina, and in the last 15 minutes, com- 
pletely outpaced their opponents. Preston lined up as follows:—Welsford, Mora- 
han; Smith; Rackham, Buff, Buckley; Bracewell, Leece, Wilson, Finnerty, Cromp- 
voetts. F ‘ 

In the first half play was even, with Preston having rather more opportunities 
for scoring. At half-time Preston led, 3—1. .When play resumed, Crompvoetts 
dashed in from the wing to convert a pass from Wilson. Yarraville fought back 
gamely to reduce the arrears. With half an hour to go, Preston turned on the 
pressure. Spectators were treated to some good positional play, with the left-wing 
functioning very smoothly. Buff showed that he can play the attacking centre- 
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half as well.as the third-back game, whilst Wilson and Leece demonstrated that 
two centre-forwards are better than one. Preston’s goals were Scored by Wilson 
(3), Leece (3), Crompvoetts (2), and Finnerty. . 


SUNSHINE UNITED v. PARK RANGERS (2—1) 


The home team, Sunshine, won this: match by virtue ofa fine second-half 
recovery. In the first half the Rangers halves kept a firm hand on the opposing 
players, so that the forwards kept the home defence very busy. Towards the 
interval Sunshine improved and eventually equalised. Hunter, in goal, played 
a great game for Sunshine. 

In the second-half, the home half-backs, vigorously led by Drennan, came into 
their own and enabled the forwards to be much more in the picture than previ- 
ously. Towards the end, the Rangers tired, while Sunshine played on and 
thoroughly deserved their victory. Goal-kickers for Sunshine, Kyle and Bird; 

Rangers, Nelson. 

Park Ranger ‘Reserves were good value for their 5—1 win over Sandringham, 
the concensus of: opinion being that the Rangers Reserves played grand football. 
Of the other teams, only the Under 14's gained the points by a narrow win, over 
Metters. Congratulations, boys, for your first win for some time, and especially 
to young Sykes, who: scored the all-important goal. P.S.: When will the draw 
favor Park Rangers with a home game for the first match of the season? 


+ % * 
TOO LATE! 


Many Club Jottings were received too late for this issue of the “News.” Items 
of current interest from these jottings will be included in next issue.—Editor. ... 


SOCCER 
EQUIPMENT 


New English Soccer Boots 
Wide fitting, comfortable last, solid block 


toes with a strap across the joint. In. 

sizes 5-11, so half-sizes ... .... 37/6. 

KNICKS —ailored finest quality Eng- 

lish Swansdown, cut on the approved pat— 

tern, in black or white .... ... 1. we O/6. 

ALL-WOOL HOSE 

JERSEYS In popular club colors in hooped designs; 

All cotton soccer jerseys in popular club 5) g(r seh fae abe wae BSA 
colors and various designs .... .... 26/6 In a variety of colored tops .... c/11 
In plain colors .... .... 6 Seecan 6/2 


ATHLETIC SUPPORTS 
“ATLAS”? new V-front models, all elastic, SOCCER STOPS 


S.M., M., 0.8. Price .... 6/6 Genuine English round. stops L/- doz. 


MELBOURNE Sports DEPOT 


55 Elizabeth Street and 255 Swanston Street, Melb. MU 7244 
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JUNIOR SECTION 


NORTHCOTE UNDER 16 SOCCER CLUB 


The 1950 season will shortly be upon us, and the N.S.C. can look forward 
to its arrival with eagerness and optimism. Most of last year’s players are back 
again, together with some very promising recruits. R. Bowman is this year's 
captain and we have coaching us Mr. A. Scott, who plays left-half 1st Division 
for Brighton. We are deeply indebted to Mr. Scott for the trouble he is taking, 
particularly as he also coaches Brighton. Under his tuition we are improving 
rapidly and we expect to be a match for any challenger. Northcote Forever ! 

Western Suburbs have withdrawn from “‘B” Section Under 19 Division. 
New. team, Yarraville, has entered this Division and will take over all Western 
Suburbs fixtures. The games listed in “A” Section Under 19 Division for Kin 
Birthday (April 10) have been cancelled. This round of games is to be playé 
on July 1. All other games in the various other divisions stand as per fixture 
lists. Change of address of club secretaries are:—Yallourn (new secretary) Mr. 
FP. W. Daddo, 10 Green Street, Yallourn. Coburg (new secretary), Mr. R. 
Carlsen, 198 O’Hea St., Coburg, N.13. 

Army Apprentices have another Under 18 team, not in the competition. They 
are desirous of friendly games at their ground at Mornington on Saturdays, 
April 15 and 29; May 6, 3 and 27, and June 10. 

Army Apprentices’ ground for both teams is at ‘Redwood,’ Wilson Road, 
Mornington, Train to Frankston, thence bus. Their ground at Balcombe is 
not ready for use, so. all league matches ‘will be at their new Mornington 


ground. 
JACK OLSEN, 
Sec. Junior Association. 


OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS 


By “THE WANDERER” 


Today in Victoria there exists as never before, a great opportunity for junior 
players to master the finer arts of the game and to place this State and Australia 
high up in the soccer world before the Olympics are held here in 1956. 

Due to the present flow of migrants from England, practically every club in 
Victoria today possesses at least one experienced player of proved ability. Most 
coaches of clubs today (in many cases these are player-coaches), are very a 
to pass on their knowledge to junior players. These lads are advised to follo 
their coaches’ advice very closely, and they will find that with practice and experi- 
‘ence all the finer arts of the game, such as ball control, dribbling, body swerve, 
head-work, tackling, accurate passing, position play, etc., can be mastered. They 
should watch their senior teams in action as often as possible and study the play 
of the stars of ‘today and aim to develop their games on the same lines. 


Angus Drennan, of Sunshine, and Jackie Wilson, of Park. Rangers, both of 
whom have represented Victoria and Australia, and Bertie Grix, of Moreland, 
State player), are shining examples of local lads making good. More recently, 
there is Arthur Scott, of Brighton, who, on promotion from the Juniors to Brighton's 
senior team, under Tom Jack, was one of their key men in the great success 
enjoyed by that club last year. Coming to the present season, we have Ken 
Farrow of Sandringham City, who last season was playing Under 19 football. He 
has gone straight into the senior team, and under the guidance of Ralph White, 
captain-coach of Sandringham, he is already predicted to reach the top of the tree. 

What these players have done can be emulated by many more of today’s 
juniors: So go to it, lads, and make your aim the Olympic Soccer Championship 
for Australia in 1956. : : : ; 


EES 


ax 
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LEARN FROM VICTORIA’S STARS 
2— Wing Half Play 
By Angus Drennan 


It was with pleasure that I accepted an invitatiog from “Soccer News'’ to 
write an article on the duties of a Wing-Half, and tHe following lines are my 
observations of that particular position. . 

For purposes of clarity I have divided them into three equal sections : 

1. Fitness. 2. Ball Control. 3. Teamwork and Tactics. 

«1. Fitness.—The position of wing-half calls for a high degree of fitness and 
it is important that you should realise this. Exercise, rest and diet are the answers 
to this problem, one being indespensible to the other; for example, training three 
and four nights a. week is useless without having sufficient rest or visa-versa. 
have found that a player gets sufficient exercise practicing with the ball without 
a great deal of gymnastics. 

: Remember, also, juniors, that the most successful footballers are those who are 
temperate in their habits, namely smoking and drinking. . 

2. Ball Control.—This section of the game cannat be ower-emphasized and 
your success as a wing-half will hinge largely on it. Practice with the ball as 
much as possible because only then can you improve your play. _ There are 
several good coaching manuals published with the British Football Association's 
sanction that illustrate far better than I: Dribblings Trapping, Kicking and 
Tackling. The main thing, however, is to get on to that ground and practice. 
On training nights do not join those fellows who spend all their time blazing away 
at the goal; if your training is not organised (and it often isn’t), develop a 

» routirie and stiek to it, and that routine must include the above methods of con- 
". trolling the ball in large doses. : 
: Teamwerk and Tactics.—At present the third-back system of play is 
in operation and in it the wing-half is called on to cover the opposing inside- 
ia forward, i.e., left-half covers the inside-right. It is essential to the success of this 
3 system that you cover your opponent at all times, when the opposition has the 
\, play, regardless of what position the inside-forward takes’up. Naturally, when 
your team is in possession of the ball, he will be responsible to his team for your 
movemerits and will try to prevent you from working into an open space to 
receive a pass; never be caught waiting for the ball to arrive. When passing to 
a team-mate endeavor to give it to him in an open space ; do your bit to create this 
ad drawing one, if possible two, opponents to you before passing the ball. The 
st- method of delivery is along the ground, it being faster and more accurate 
n through the air, and easier for the receiver to control, although circumstances 
sopeti@es d@ides this. I believe that the throw-in should not be taken solely by 
the*half, but by whoever is the closest to the infringement; this speeds up play 
and saves energy, as often the wing-half is thirty to forty yards from the point 
@vhere the ball went over the line. 

s In headigg, endeavor to put it direct to your team-mate's feet; unless forced 

to, it is@bad football to head a ball upwards. 

The best method of stopping your opponent is to intercept the pass meant 
for him, but often this is impossible and you have to tackle him after he has the 
ball under control. Make him come to you by standing directly in his path and 
allow him to make first move; you will find then that it is much easier to control 
his move than to anticipate his actions and rush in recklessly. When you are 
beaten after tackling (and you will most certainly. be, sometimes), don’t give up, 

. but recover and tackle again. In this way the opposition will not be able to 
exploit the loose man as is often the case. 

Although there are other phases of the game that perhaps I haven't mentioned, 
I consider the above information a general summing-up of the wing-half position, 
and that if you become proficient from it, you will not be disgraced against our 
best players in Victoria. : ik 

{ Angus Drennan, of Sunshine United, is regarded by Victorian soccer authori- 
ties as one of the best locally born and trained wing-halves in Victoria. . He 
represented Australia against New Zealand in the Dominion three years ago and 
last year played for Australia and Victoria against the Jugo-Slavs at the Mel- 
bourne Cricket Ground. ‘We can recommend ‘his article’ to all aspiring junior 
wing-halves. — Editor. ] 
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LEAGUE TABLES AS AT APRIL 1, 1950: 
First Division— Poe Goals 
‘Oals B D. L. F. A. P. 
P,W.D.L.F.A.P. Park Rangers. 10010 60 
Prahran . 1 1 O® 0 5 0 2 Bentligh... 1001 0-7 0 
aoe } ' ° 3 1 5 Macedonians . 1 © 0 1 0:16 -0 
unshine . . . 1 ‘ ‘visi ; 
Fscray Cy | 1 1 0 0 3 2 2 Third Division Reserves A. 3 
Boe Rone -4001120 Insufficient results phoned, therefare 
Brighton 1001 173.0 "League Tables cannot be. published. 
Moreland’ 10 0°1°075¢0 First Division Reserves 
Hakoah . . . 000000 0 Prahran... 10061 2 
Box Hill. .- 0000000 akc re laa 1 ieee 
: Ce ae ’ e 
Second Division— South Yarra. 1100241 2 
Yallourn. 110 011 0 2 F’scray City 1001120 } 
Sth. Melb. \, 10,0 5 1 2 Brighton 4 0012.40 
Preston . . . Fo 10°09 2 2 S'shine United 10011 5 0 
Juventus... 1.1003 1 2 Moreland ‘ 1001160 
George Cross. t-1 001 0 2 Box Hill . 90000 0 0 > 
Ringwood . 1.0 0 e! 010 Hakoah .s 0000000 
West Subs. 1001130 Sea igs: ee 
Yarraville . 1061290 ond Division aes hie tytn 
University . . 1001.1 5 QO Yalloum... 1 1 0 0132 2 
Heidelberg . . 1 0 0 1.011 0 West Subs . 1 10 0 8 2,2 
: a “University . 100 14" 2 . 
Third Division (South) ~ » Juventus... 100412840 .. ° 
JUST... 1 106 016 0 2° Heidelberg 10¢0 1213 O- . 
The Police. . 1 10 07-0 2° South Melb. 1001010 
Moorabbin. . 1 10:0 6 0 2 Yarraville... 0000000. 
Naval Depot. 1 100 5 0 2 _ preston 0000000. { 
Olympic . 11°0 04 3 2 ; * oe 
Brighton . . 10.0 1-3 4 9  Ringwood—Results not telephoned, — 
Box Hill .°. 1.00.1. 0 5 0 George Cross—Result not telephoned. 
JUNIOR AMATEUR LEAGUE TABLE as at APRIL 1, 1950 ‘ 
Under 19 Div. “A” Section— a Under 16 Division— : x J 
‘oals P. W. D. L. F. A. 
P.W.D.L. FA. P.  S. Melb. Utd. 1 1:0.0,5.0 @ 
Sand’ham City 1 1-0 0 6 O 2 - Northcote 11 0% @ 12; 
South Yarra . 1 10 0 5 2 .2 Brighton 11004 1 2% 
S’shine United 1:0 0° 1-2. 5. 0- Ringwood 1141002 -0 26 
Park Rangers 100 1-0 6 0 Box Hill. . 11001 0.2 
Army Apprentices Sunshine Utd. 1 0 0@1. 1 0, y 
Brighton Preston . . 1001 & 2.0 
Box Hill : Sand'‘ham City 1001140 ° 
Hakoah ‘Park Rangers. 1001 1 4 °0-. 
Under 19 Div. “B” Section— sere Bae -,1 0 0-1°0 5-0 
Preston . . 1100402 gihine United 1 10010 0 2 
Ringwood 1100 3.2.2 ‘Coburg : . 110 010-1 2 
Coburg 110-0. 1-0 2.- West. Subs... -1 1°00 8 1 2 
Juventus . 11.00 0 0 2. S. Melb. Utd... 1°1-0 0°7-1-2 
Yallourn . . 1°100 0 0 2 #£4Box Hill... i 10-00 0 2 
S. Melb. Utd. 10 0 4 0 1.0 Metters .-. 100-10 1 0 
Metters . 1.°0-0°1° 2 3-0 - -Sand'ham City 100 1-1 7-0 
Moorabbin. 10-0 1 0 4 0 Preston... 1001 18 0 
Yarraville 100°! 0 0 0 Highet N.F.. 1001 110 0 
1-0-0 1-0 6 0. Brighton . .. 1.0 0 1 010 0 


Northcote . 
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